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THE EDITOR'S PAGE

LESSON FOR WHOM?

The fighting in Vietnam is eontinuing as the
Chinese authorities drag out the announced
withdrawal of their forces. Of the three pro-
vincial centres seized by the aggressor, only
Lang Son has been liberated, Lao Cai and Cao-
bang are still in the hands of the invaders. Only
some rear-echelon units have been pulled back
across the frontier line, while the strike forces
are being regrouped and here and there are
even engaged in offensive action.

Disquieting too is the fact that in a number
of occupied districts the invaders are building
fortifications and dwelling houses, the intention
clearly being to perpetuate the occupation and
settle ethnic Chinese who formerly lived in
Vietnam.

It is not excluded that Peking has embarked
on another manoeuvre designed to deceive the
world. “The Chinese also intend to return to a
border that they—not Vietnam—have defined,
which will put them in a stronger bargaining
position,” the U.S. Christian Science Monitor
has observed. But there will be no bargaining.
Vietnam has firmly declared that until the ag-
gressor’s forces have pulled out beyond the
historical border line its representatives will
not sit down at the negotiating table.

The Peking rulers may be expected to spring
new surprises. For it obviously is not by chance
that Peking has not denied the facts set forth in
the statements of the Soviet, Vietnamese and
Laotian governments testifying to the threat of
Chinese invasion hanging over the People’s
Democratic Republic of Laos, on whose borders
it is concentrating troops.

But the farther the Chinese leaders go in their
reckless abandon the more clearly visible be-
comes their moral and political defeat. This is
plain not only to Vietnam'’s friends, but also to
those who can in no way be suspected of sym-
pathy for the citadel of socialism in Southeast

away

anda 1

tering 1impa
tion. Not
Chinese strate
of Vietnam mi
news item in the
leadership has circul
officials a dc
not in a posit
nam

Peking has let it be und od that
to place our country in a difficult positic
attacking its ally. But in this respect too the

Chinese strategists have been disappointed. The
Soviet Union is living up to its treaty commit-
ments to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and
has warned the aggressor of the severe penalty
in store for him if he persists in engaging 1n in-
ternational brigandage. The Soviet position has
been duly evaluated by the world community
The Russians come out looking like “a
force for moderation,” the Wall Street Journal
has commented.

How does Peking now look in the eyes of all
mankind? Even those who so far have harbour-
ed all manner of illusions can see that the policy
of the Chinese leaders presents today the most
serious threat to peace. Even quarters from
which such admissions are least of all to be

expected frankly concede that the Soviet Union |

has correctly assessed the aggressive substance
of Peking policy.

When the U.S. adventure in Vietnam reach-
ed a dead end, Senator George Aiken recom-
mended that the United States simply declare
a victory and then withdraw. Today Peking pro-
paganda is shouting from the house tops that
China has won in Vietnam. However, Peking
appears to be in no hurry to act on the second
recommendation contained in this useful piece
of advice and to pull out before it is too late
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jlpﬂcv Alexei Kosygin arrived in
India for an official friendly visit on
M 9. (See p. 8)

..
Progressives the world over observed
Infernational Women's Day on March
8. In its greetings 1o Soviel women,
the CPSU Central Commitiee sdid: “The
Soviet women's struggle for pesce and

international co-operation and against
the dangerous arms rece sterted by

vl alism is deeply apprecisted. By
‘ yd sirengthening fies with

your [riends in fhe socialist countries
and h,‘i'ﬁq women of all conti-
~ ] fo implement

‘ icy.
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On March 11 Leonid Brezhnev was presented with his credentials as Deputy of
the newly-elecied Tenth U.S.S.R. Supreme Soviet.

Photo by Sergei Kosyrev

of s troops from Vietnam was circu-
lated in Hanol on March 6. "I China
reolly withdraws all its troops from
Vietnam's territory,” the stalement said,
“the Vieinamese side is prepared fo
start negoliations with the Chinese side
o! Deputy Foreign Ministers level on
the resumption of normal relations im-
madiately alter the Chinese army cross-
es fo the other side of the historical
fronfier line which both states agreed
fo respect.”

The government of the People’s
Democratic Republic of Laos issued »
statement in Vienfiane on March 7, de-
manding that China immediafely sfop
concenfrating froops on the border
with Laos, discontinue actions jeo-
pardizing its independence, sovereign-
ty and ferritorial integrity, and cease
interfering in ifs infernal affairs.

The U.S.S.R. Permanenf U.N. Mission
handed a statement on Micronesia fo
the U.N. Secrefary-General. The stafe-
ment draws affention to the fact that
the United Stafes is underfaking actions
to dismember and seize this strategic
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trust ferrifory in the Pacific in violation
of the U.N. Charter, in contravention
of the U.N, Security Council and in de-
fiance of the Declaration on the Grant-
ing of Independence fo the Colonial
Countries and Peoples.

An international conference was
held in Vienna on March 5-8 fo discuss
new iniftiatives in East-West co-opera-
tion, In the [inal communiqué, prom-
inent businessmen of 14 European
counfries and the United States, rep-
resenfafives of nongovernmental or-
ganizations and of infernational and
national committees for European
security and co-operation, and the
Soviet delegation stressed the need to
expand economic, scientific and tech-
nical co-operation between countries
with different social systems.

The U.N. Security Council met at
Jordan’s request on March 10 to dis-
cuss the situation in the Israeli-occu-
pied Arab ferrifories. Z. Terazi, per-
manent observer of the Palestine Libe-
ration Organization, stressed that the
United States’ actions were encourag-
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Luis Herrera Campins, elected Pre-
sident of Venezuela on December 3 last
year, was sworn in at Caracas on March
12. The ceremony was attended by
numerous foreign delegations. The
Soviet delegation was led by First Vice-
President Vasily Kuznetsov

President Benjedid Chadli announc-
ed the composition of the new Algeri-
an government on March 9, The newly-
instituted post of Premier is held by
Mohammed Abdelghani, who is concur-
rently Minister of the Interior. Moham-
med Ben Yahia has been appointed
Foreign Minister.

President James Carter arrived in
Egypt on March B, accompanied by
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance, Secret-
ary of Defence Harold Brown and a
group of high-ranking Pentagon officers.
On May 10 he arrived in Israel. (See
p. 15)

Pakistan has announced its intenfion
to withdraw from the CENTO military
bloc
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nuclear race al-

~process of the developmnt. manu-
~facture and deployment of new
types of weapons and systems of
armaments is acquiring ever more
dangerous features,” it says. “The
| soaring destructive potential in the
~ arsenals of states is already suffic-
ient to challenge, if activated, the
very existence of man on earth.”
The full meaning of these words
will be appreciated If it is recalled
that the destructive power of a single
large nuclear warhead today is the
‘equivalent of that of all the explo-
sives used by the belligerents in
orld War II, which, as we know,
ok a toll of 50 million lives.

‘thl arms race is still continu-
, at a pace clearly out-
in the matter of
mﬁh' to limit it Weapon
systems the numerical and qualita-
| tive limitation of which will not
“lend itself to mutual control are al-
' ready being developed and are near-
ing the production stage. In other
wohdi, in some respects things may
int when the possibility

_\gglu on for

‘appeal which,

Trident-2 submarine-based mis-
sile. Incidentally, a leading U.S
missile designer, Robert Aldridge, is
reported to have resigned in pro-
test.

The implications of the pre-emp-
tive strike strategy are well known.
If a state were to acquire a nuclear
strike potential that would preclude
retaliation, or at any rate to believe

- itself in possession of such a poten-

tial, this would greatly increase its
temptation to gamble on winning an
aggressive war, How much this
would heighten the danger of
nuclear attack and what dire con-
sequences this would have for the
stability of the entire structure of
interstate relations is obvious.

The same striving for military
superiority over the socialist and
other countries underlies the deci-
slons of the Washington and Brus-

sels sessions of the NATO Council |

on new programmes for the deploy-
ment of armed forces and their
equipment with ever more destruc-
tive types of mass annihilation
weapons,

The Soviet Union’s policy on this
question has been clearly enunciated
by Leonid Brezhnev. "The Soviet
Union,” he has said, “has always
been and remains strongly opposed
to such concepts. Our efforts are di-
rected precisely at averting the first
strike and the second strike, indeed
at averting nuclear war in general.
Our approach on these questions
can be formulated as follows: the
defence potential of the Soviet
Union must be at a level that would
deter anyone from attempting to
disrupt our peaceful life. Not super-
lority in weapons, but a course
aimed at reducing armaments, at
easing the military confrontation—
such is our policy.” In their Moscow
Declaration of November 23, 1978,
the Warsaw Treaty states jointly
stated once again that they do not
seek military superiority and never
have sought it, and that their ef-
forts in the military sphere are
directed and always will be direct-
ed exclusively at securing their own
defence capability.

But sincerely dedicated to peace
as the Soviet Union and the other
socialist countries are, they cannot
be expected to embark on unilateral
disarmament. To terminate the arms
race agreed steps by all states in
co-operation with one another are
needed. Hence the timeliness of the
in connection with
the opening of the sitting of the
Committee on Disarmament in Ja-

NEW TIMES 12-79

| bring about a decisive t

| turning the march of

nuary, Leonid Brezhnev addressed
to all states and peoples, to
statesmen responsible for the
and well-being of their cour
to redouble their efforts in o

all

life

struggle to end the arms

Clearly, there is a dis
between political déter and e
to stop the arms race. If |
détente were complemented
measures to reduce militar
this would not only prev
worst from  happening, but
pave the way to a profound
long-term normalization of
world situation as a whole. But it
the reactionary forces succeeded in
torpedoing political détente and

world events
back to confrontation and cold war,
how could any serious progress t
wards the termination of the arms
race be expected? How in these cir-
cumstances could humanity hope to
resolve this crucial issue on which
its entire future depends? Balancing
on the brink of war would hardly
be conducive to progress in talks
on ending the arms race and on dis-

armament., Past experience, that of
the 1950s, for example, is proof
of this.

Global Problems

Another global problem which all
states and all peoples want to see re-
solved is that of energy. The issue
here is not so much the difficulties
encountered by some capitalist
countries as a result of the increase
of oil prices by the oil-producing
countries in recent years; these dif-
ficulties are merely the price they
have to pay for their own neo-colon-
ialist policy, one of the most glar-
ing manifestations of which is the
systematic jacking up of the prices
of modern machinery and other in-
dustrial equipment in order to re-
tard the industrialization of the de-
veloping countries and to establish
imperialist control over their econ-
omies. The genesis of the energy
problem as a global problem is al-
together different. It stems from the
historically conditioned overem-
phasis on oil as an energy source in
all the developed industrial and
developing countries. Since the re-
serves of oil are not inexhaustible
and oil consumption is continuing
to grow extremely rapidly, the
world may find itself faced in the
not distant future with serious and
even unpredictable consequences,

ing détente forward

The same applies to the global
problem presented by population
growth. According to United Nations
estimates, the population of the
world, which has more than doubl-
ed in the course of this century, will
increase by half as much again, to

about 6,000 million, by the year 2000, |

This alone—quite apart from
continued population growth in the
more remote future (though it might
be mentioned that the first half of
this century is already more remote
from us than the first half of the
21st century)—will create a multi-
tude of problems of gigantic dimen-
sions, from the need to provide more
jobs to a sharp expansion of food
production, which already now falls

| short of the requirements of a sub-

|

stantial part of the population of
Asia, Africa and Latin America. It
will be necessary also greatly to
expand the medical care, education-
al and social security systems. As
in the case of energy, the solution
of this problem on a worldwide scale
is hardly conceivable without con-
siderable expansion and deepening
of interstate co-operation in a cli-
mate of détente.

Moreover, it should be borne in
mind that the national and interna-
tional problems arising from the
growth of population will be insur-
mountable unless there is a radical
reduction in the most wasteful gov-
ernmental spending of all—military

5
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shall discuss in the next article.

As it is, far too much time has
been lost as regards such a crucial
matter, for instance, as termination
of the nuclear arms race. It will be
remembered that as far back as
1945, immediately after the atom
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
the Soviet Union proposed that
nuclear weapons be banned, and in
subsequent years and decades it
advanced ever new proposals appro-
priate to each successive stage of the
nuclear arms race.

By refusing to give serious consid-
eration to the Soviet proposals, the
United States and other Western
countries have assumed the full
burden of responsibility for the scale
the arms race has acquired today.
All the more important then is it
that talks between the five nuclear
powers—the USSR, the USA,
Britain, France and China—be
started without further delay, with
a view to the removal from their
arsenals of nuclear weapons of every
type, as the Warsaw Treaty states
proposed in their Moscow Declara-
tion of November 23, 1978

No, the socialist world does not
bear any responsibility for the con-
sequences of capitalist overlordship,
for the results of capitalist policy.
But the realities of the present-day
world are such that the socialist
countries must be prepared to co-
operate with all states, irrespective
of their social systems, in the matter
of positive action to resolve the
urgent universal problems. And
they are prepared to do so. The
Soviet Union and the other socialist
countries are constantly taking the
initiative in this respect. For the co-
operation to acquire dimensions
commensurate with the tasks facing
humanity it is essential to conso-
lidate, deepen and expand détente.
This is the crucial thing.

But is it realistic to speak of
deepening détente in the present
circumstances, when the process of
reducing international tension has
been noticeably retarded? This we

NEW TIMES 1279

THE BREZHNEV-KADAR MEETING

The leader of the Hungarian Com-
Kadar, visited Moscow
from March 5 to 7 and had falks with
brief, the
The talks
held in a cordial and fraternal atmes-

munists, Janos

Leonid Brezhnev. Though
visit was useful and fruitful

phere, covered a wide range of ques-
tions relevant to relations between the
two countries, the prospects of econo-
mic fies in parficular. A joint approach
to many current infernational issues was
defined.

Friendship between the Soviet Union
and Hungary, between the Soviet and
Hungarian Communists rests on a very
firm foundation dating back to the
early days of the October 1917 revolu-
fion in Russia. "Our people, our work-
and
frue a frlend than the Soviet people, the

ing class have no more reliable

Soviet Union,"” Janos Kadar stressed
Co-operation belween the two coun-
spheres.  The
US.S.R. is Hungary's main frade partner.
The economic relations with the Soviet
Union and other members of the Coun-
cil of  Mutual Assistance
(CMEA) are highly important for
Hungary since nearly half of its national

tries extends fo all

Economic

income comes from foreign frade. Spe-
cial atfention is now being given to the
broadening of integration ties with the
Soviet Union. Industrial ' co-operation
with Soviet enterprises and long-term
Soviet orders play an important role
in the development of many branches
of Hungarian industry.

“The socialist community,” Leonid
Brezhnev noted, "is not completely
isolated from the economic situation in
the capitalist world with its price fluc-
tuations, inflalion and sharp rivalry. In
this context it is particularly evident
that the future belongs to socialist eco-
nomic infegration.”

The two leaders expressed confidence
that a further extension of production
co-operation and specialization on a
bilateral basis and realization of long-
range prog of peration be-
tween the CMEA members are certfain
fo advance the national economies and

]

£

potentia of

heightfen the economic
the enftire socialist community. [t was

r h ale that Sovi
from this angle that Sovie

co-operation was
areas of expansion were outlinec

The Moscow meeling conf
desire of the Soviet Union and Hungary
to work jointly with the other
of the socialist community an
are alive fo the gravity of the present
world situation for an improvement of
the political climate. In line with fthe
Moscow declaration of the Warsaw
Treafy Political Consultative Commitiee
the Soviet Union and Hungary will con-
finue to do all in their power in the
and

Leonid Brezhnev and Janos Kadar also

interest of détente disarmament

noted the importance of the recenl
peace initiatives for the conclusion be-
fween the participants in the all-Euro-

pean Conference in Helsinki of a

freaty renouncing first-strike use of both
nuclear and conventional weapons, and
for an agreement on new confidence-
building measures.

In their review of current international
issues, the two leaders naturally paid
special attention fo the situation in
Southeast Asia. The Soviet Union and
Hungary vigorously condemned China's
aggression against Vietnam, regarding
effective solidarity with Vietnam as
their internationalist duty. Aid to the
Vietnamese people, it was stressed, is
the common task of all who are dedi-
cated fo peace, freedom and justice.

“Comrade Kadar and I,” Leonid
Brezhnev said, "have drawn a definite
conclusion from the recent events: the
unity of the socialist community must
be strengthened still more. By acting in
concert, we brought about détente. By
continuing fo act in the same way, we
shall be able to counter any attempts
to bring the world back to the cold-

war fimes or to something even
worse."
Regular meetings at summit level

contribute importantly to the activity of
the fraternal parties and help to find
a mutually acceptable and harmonious
solution fo the problems facing the
socialist countries. There is no doubt
that the larest Brezhnev-Kadar meeting
will likewise give a fresh impetus to
Soviet-Hungarian co-operation.

A. PIN
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talks will be climaxed by the sign-
ing of a long-term programme of
economic, trade, scientific and tech-
nical co-operation

This programme was initialled
last December. At that time the
Financial Express wrote with satis-
faction: “This is the first long-term
agreement which the Soviet Union
has negotiated with a country outside
the socialist bloc. This agreement
could be a forerunner to similar
such understanding between India
and other East European countries.”

The Indian press stresses that the
lor#-term programme of co-opera-
tion) \will be of importance for
India's economy and will serve both
its sent and future needs. “The
programme,” Mr Vajpayee said, "is
a logical extension of the carefully

nuriared structure of our economic
co-cpgration spanning three decades.
That programme s in consonance

ndia's developmental priori-
nd will further vitalize the
Indo-Soviet
important

to co-
in the setting up of projects
developing countries, which
o serve to strengthen their
independence and self-re-

yistas the programme is

indeed.

New join| steps will be taken in
fundamental and

ell-known fact that
friendly relations play

courageous people
repelling the attacks
laggressors, when the
hegemonistic
imperil  world

unconditional withdrawal of Chinese
troops from Vietnam

Premier Kosygin's speech in the
Indian Parliament has evoked keen
interest in the country. This applies
particularly to the part in which he
appealed to all those who cheri smd
peace not to miss even the slight
opportunity to unite efforts

struggle against aggression, against
the policy of blackmail and dicta-
tion, to strengthen the

principles
of peaceful coexistence in inte

tional relations and to strive
achievement of mar

or the
d's  noble

aim — lasting peace on earth
After the speech 1 interviewed
N, P. Nanda, a member of the

Indian Parliament's upper chamber

“I fully agree with your Prime
Minister that no peace-loving coun-
try, no self-respecting man can
remain indifferent to the Chinese
aggressors’ adventures,” he said
“They are pulting human life and
world public opinion at nought
They grossly violate international
norms and arrogate to themselves
the right to punish nations that
refuse to do their bidding. We In-
dians went through the bitter expe-
rience of seeing our territory in-
vaded by the Chinese in 1962, and
Peking is still occupying some of
our northern areas. Anyone en-
croaching upon the sovereignty of an
independent state should be severely
punished. As I listened to the Soviet
leader, I felt ever more that
Soviet-Indian friendship is not only
a private affair of our two coun-
tries, but a weighty factor of sta-
bility and international security.

“Soviet-Indian friendship is strong
because it accords with the vital
interests of the peoples of the Soviet
Union and India, with their hopes
and aspirations, and consequently
has become their common cause in
the full sense of the word. Soviet-
Indian friendship is also strong be-
cause the policy of peaceful coexist-
ence followed by our two countries
is the only right policy in our day.
It is a policy that leads to peace
and not to war, to friendly con-
structive co-operation and not to
hostility and mutual distrust.”

The cordial welcome given the
Soviet Premier in India and his
fruitful talks with its leaders show
that the Soviet Union and India are
promoting precisely this type of co-
operation, that they are following
the right policy — a policy of trust
and mutual understanding.

Delhi, March 13

SCANNING
THE NEWS

B IRAN

In a recent talk with journalists
Iranian Foreign Minister Karim
Sanjabi outlined the basic fo
policy principles of the new
gime. He named independence and
non-alignment as factors ¢ ]
the new foreign policy
Iran. All infernational ftreaties and
accords not consistent with the in
ferests and equality ol their signa
tories would be annulled. Mr Sanja-
bi declared Teheran's intention fto
leave CENTO which, he said, has
been of no use to Iran. He stressed
that his country wanted fo main-
tain sincere and friendly relations
with the Soviet Union and refused
fo serve as a base for aggression
or hostile propaganda against It

course of

In a statemeni issued on March
11 following its legalization, the
Tudeh [People’s) Parly noted that
despite the extremely difficult condi-
fions of underground work under
the Shah’s regime and the losses i
suffered, the TYudeh Party, as
the party of the weorking class
had made a fangible <ontribution
to the victory of the people’s revo-
lution. The Party declared its sup-
port for Ayatollah Khomeini and
its beliel that an alliance of all
forces parficipating in the revolu-
flonary movement Is essential for
attaining the goals of the revolu-
tion.

B URUGUAY

In a statement circulated in Mon-
tevideo, the banned Communist
Party drew aftention to the fact that
ferror was being Intensified In the
country. A new wave ol arrests has
been wunleashed by the ruling
military regime, which is now going
through a grave political crisls. Over
150 people had been thrown into
jail in the past two months.

The political prisoners, now num-
bering more than 6,000, are sub-
jected to torfure. The reactionarles
have struck the main blow at the
Communist Party and the National
Convention of Workers, the largest

—
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Karoly Toth, National Chairman of
the Zimbabwe African People's
Union Samuel Munodawafa, as well
as party, trade wunion and public
leaders from Bangladesh, Canada,
Colombia, Ethiopia, Egypt, Britain,
Guinea, Mali, Iraq, Iran, Israel, Ja-
pan, Congo, Mexico, Namibia, Nepal,
Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Syria, Turkey, and many other coun-
tries, those of the socialist commun-
Ity included. Their speeches were
pervaded by an awareness that the
emergency situation created in the
world by the Chinese aggression
requires of all peace-loving organ-
izatlons utmost intensification of
effort.

It was pointed out that Peking
enjoys the overt and covert sup-
port of world reaction, in particular
of U.S. Imperialism. Neither was the
position taken by politiciaris who are
seeking to whitewash Peking and
equate the aggressor and his vietim
passed over in silence, Many of the
speakers stressed that Peking's ac-
tions ought to open the eyes of
those who, ignoring the lessons of
the past, are In fact helping to arm
China with modern  weapons,
The head of the Soviet delega-
tion, Chairman of the U.SSR.
parllamentary group Alexel Shiti-
kov, cited iIn his speech Leonid
Brezhnev's words that 'no one
should "have any doubt that the
Soviet Union Is true to the Treaty
of Friendship and Co-operation
linking our countries.” The head of
the Soviet delegation stressed that
the Helsinki Conference could play
a truly epochal role if it further
strengthened the unity of the public
forces at this crucial moment and
became the point of departure for an
even broader worldwide campaign
of solidarity and support for the
Vietnamese people.

The Conference ended with the
unanimous adoption of an appeal
to all peace forces to intensify the
worldwide movement of solidarity
with Vietnam so as to compel the
Chinese authorities to end their
aggression without delay and uncon-
ditionally to withdraw all Chinese
forces from Vietnam, strictly to
respect its sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, and to refrain from
extending Chinese aggression to the
People’s Democratic Republic of
Laos and other countries in the re-
gion. The participants in the Con-
ference, deeply convinced that the
Chinese people cherish peace, issued
an appeal urging them to demand
that the Chinese leaders stop their

NEW TIMES 12.79

aggression at once and withdraw
all their troops from the territory
of Vietnam.

“The great Chinese people, with
whom the peace forces have always
shown their solidarity in the strug-
gle for independence and freedom
must have it made quite clear to
them that all the peoples of the
world condemn this unjust war
against the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam,” the appeal to the Chinese
people says.

A programme of agreed action to
expose and isolate politically the
Peking rulers was also adopted. It
takes account of the experience
already accumulated in actions such
as meetings, demonstrations and
picketing of Chinese missions, ap-
peals to governments and parlia-
ments, collection of funds for ma-
terial aid to the people of Vietnam,
and boycott of ships with cargoes
consigned for China after the exam
ple of the Swedish dockers in G
borg and Australian port workers
Sydney.

In the evening of March 8 a num-
ber of Finnish organizations spon-
sored in Helsinki a mass meeting
and march of solidarity with Viet-
nam, with Conference delegates
among the speakers

It is indicative that the repeated
declarations by the Chinese that
they were withdrawing from Viet-
nam—declarations made to the
accompaniment of continuing gun-
fire—did not deceive the delegates
to the Conference. They rightly
asked whether these declarations
were not a manoeuvre designed to
abate the wave of mass protest
against the brigand attack.

It must be noted, that not all
ogranizations and movements of a
liberal-pacifist order took a clear-
cut, uncompromising stand and con-
demned China’s aggression against
its southern neighbour. The impor-
tant thing, however, is that the Chi-
nese invasion of Vietnam gave new
impetus to unity among all the gen-
uinely anti-war and anti-imperial-
ist movements, all democratic and
progressive forces, on a common
platform of joint action against the
aggression and the expansionist and
hegemonistic policy of Peking in
general.

There is no doubt that the Hel-
sinki Conference will be a new sti-
mulus to the strengthening of co-
operation and unity among the
peace forces and will heighten the
effectiveness of mass actions in sup-
port of Vietnam's just cause. 1]

in

SCANNING
THE NF‘/W

frade union centre outlawed by the
authorities after the June 1973
coup. Jose Luis Massera and Wia
dimir Turiansky,, members of the
Communisf Party’s execufive and
former members of Parliar and
Secrefary of the Communisi Party
Central Committee Jaime Perez
who is seriously ill, have been held
in solifary cells for years without
trial.

Many prisoners are disappearing
In the past few months alone 200
arrested persons have officially been
listed as “missing.” The few who do
manage fo obtain release are virfual-
ly deprived of all civil rights

The Communist Party has called
on the U.N. Commission on Human
Rights to discuss the present situa-
fion in Uruguay.

B AFGHANISTAN

The free distribution of land
among the landless and land-poor
peasants and among the nomads
has begun in nine provinces of
Afghanistan under a decree which
wen! into force on March 5. This
is the second stage of the land re-
form. The first stage, launched in
ten provinces on January 1, is now
nearing completion. Over 11,500
peasant families in these provinces
have received plots of land for cul-
tivation. As many as 400,000 jeribs
[one jerib equals 0.2 hectare) of the
land confiscated from feudal estate
owners have been distributed.
Under a decree issued by the Rev-
olutionary  Council, those who
owned more than 30 jeribs had to
furn the surplus over to the govern-
ment bodies concerned.

The peasanfs are giving every
support to the reform which s
doing away with the age-long feu-
dal order in the countryside.

B SOUTH KOREA

The establishment of a new poli-
fical  organization—the  National

—
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A that China may use British

SRR, s

opinion, the Chinese leadership has
proved in practice that its policy
is spearheaded against the Soviet

and rfot against the West. Their
mouthpiece, the Daily Express,
insists on the sale of Harriers to
China at all costs. And to add weight
to the demand, it again jrots._ aut
the "“Soviet menace” bogey. “The
power of Russia in the world is too
great for our comfort,” the - paper
writes. Prodding China openly to
further aggressive actions, the Daily
Express says it is no concern of
Britain's how the Chinese use the
arms they buy from it: “If we sell
arms and other equipment to the
Chinese we cannot expect to wield
a veto /on what they then do with
their property.”

In the meantime x/part of the
British Establishment/is reapprais-
ing Its attitude to Peking’'s adventur-
jstic policy. The Financial Times
stresses that the Chinese aggression
against Vietnam ‘“casts doubt about
the steadiness and the predictability
of the Chinese leadership" and adds
that “bankers would have reason to
tread more cautiously towards a
nation which seemingly goes to war
so lightly.” The Guardian is alarmed
arms
not only against the Soviet Union,

Union Jand other socialist counlries/

but also against the other neighbours
whose territories it covets. Peking,
. the paper says, is claiming several
groups of South China Sea islands
and their seizure might cut the sea
routes from Japan to Singapore

The government's decision to
supply arms to the Chinese
militarists is meeting with growing

opposition also within the ruling
Labour Party itself. The Interna-
tional Committee of its National

Executive has asked the government
to reconsider the supply of Harrier
jets to China “since this supply will
undermine the prospects for East-
‘West peace,” The Chinese aggression
has been sharply criticized by the
Tribune Group, which includes
several dozen Left Labour MPs, in
a statement which stresses that
“the Labour Party's declared policy
for peace and détente will have
little credibility if the Labour
government insists on an arms deal
with an aggressor.”

The dangerous flirtation /with the
Peking militarists/ may ‘ot only
undermine Britain's presfige in the
international arena, but impair the
Labour Party’s chances in the gener-
al election this year.

V. PAVLOV
Our Own Correspondent

London

*ﬂl predilection not only for arithmatic,
~ but also for geometry, has serious
‘! lications, for according fo the asym-
metrical scheme the Warsaw Treaty
‘fmﬂﬂﬂ would be required to reduce
r forces 2.5 times as much as the
ATO countries.
What can be said of such a position?

)

[
«'flmkly speaking,” Leonid Brezhnev

d on March 2, “this is simply a
cal move on the part of the

agreemant precisely at a time when
the positions of the sides as regards
the substance of the question have
e significantly closer together.”
When Western representatives are
»ached with adhering to a disrup-
position and  ignoring  the
sts of their negotiating partners,
point to their initiative of
~ Decem 13 last year. The gist of
~ this initiative is that the West European
counfries and Canada  promise
make a "substantial contribution” to
ree reductions, but only at the

second stage of the negotiations. And
this promise which confains no concrete
commitments is served up as a “modifi-
cation” of the Western position|

It hardly need be sald that this
approach is alien to the very purpcse
of the Vienna talks. It is a matter of
simple logic that all the direct partici-
pants in the talks should reduce
their armed forces in proportion to
the pofential they possess. Moreover,
there should be full clarity from the
very outset as fo what concrete com-
mitments are involved. And, needless
to say, no one is entitled to restore
his previous strength and still less to
exceed if.

The representatives of the Western
powers at the Vienna talks are thus
confinuing fo harp on the same
string. This is the main reason why the
elaboration of an agreement on the
reduction of troops and armaments in
Central Europe is dragging out.

Y. SIBIRTSEV
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Alliance for Democracy and Maf
al Unification—has been anno
in Seoul. It is headed by
opposition leaders: former
dent Yoon Bo Sun, former p
tial candidate in the 1971
Kim Tai Chung, and ¢ E
Hahm Suk Hun. They issued a decla-
ration of national salvation calling
upon Koreans fo unite efforts to
ge! all anti-democratic laws repeal-
ed, abolish the present anti-national
regime and the rule of Park Chung
Hee, and bring a democratic gov-
ernment to power. The declara-
tion said a coalition of 15 democra-
ficand religious organizations had
been formed to achieve these aims.

The declaration was expecied to
be made public af a meefing of
more than 200 pecple on March 1,
fo be held on the occasion of the
60th anniversary of the Korean pop-
ular uprising against Japanese
imperlalism, But the meeting did not
take place because nearly all fthese
people had been put under house
arrest by the authorities. In the
opinion of observers, the object of
the latest repressions is fo bar the
opposition forces from projected
talks on reunification of the country,

@ CYPRUS

The frial of seven members of the
ultra-Right EOKA-B  organization
involved in the July 1974 coup has
ended in Nicosia. The indictment
sald the actions ol the accused had
plunged Cyprus into an unprece-
denfed catastrophe. The seven men
were sentenced to long ferms of
imprisonment,

In its address to the President of
the republic in January this year the
Progressive Party ol the Working
People of Cyprus [AKEL] stressed
that many persons directly invelved
in the putsch and their accomplices
were still at large. AKEL pointed
out that the purge of the govern-
meni bodies was being delayed by
the authorities despite the fact that
the relevani law had been passed
in 1977, .

|
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' Communist Party

| ceeded in persuading the electorate
aeathat it is
~ govern the country. Its ambiguous

really ready to
" stand on certain issues and its in-
consistency, which became especially
‘manifest during the election cam-
paign, alienated some of the party's
supporters. While criticizing the
Suarez government's shortcomings,

. it did not really propose any con-

crete measures to eliminate them.
A Dbig success was scored by the

Together with
the United Socialist Party of Cata-
lonia (the party of the Catalan
Communists), it not only confirmed
that it was the biggest political
organization in the country after
the UDC and the SSLP, but strength-
ened Its position in the supreme
Jegislative body. Two years ago it
polled alout 1.6 million votes (which
gave it 20 seats in the Congress of
Deputies), and this time it polled
over 1.8 million (23 seats). The Com-
“munists were the only party to
increase their vote. They won more
yoles than two years ago in practi-
cally all the provinces

The neo-Francoite Democratic
Centre suffered a crushing defeat,
and its hopes of remaining on the
political scene are fading

Observers note the success of the
political organizations of the auton-
omous regions, which polled more
voles than on June 15, 1977. This
applies particularly to the Basque
Country where almost half a million
ballots were cast for their candi-
dates, while the candidates of the
UDC and the SSLP together polled
only slightly over 348,000 votes.

The number of these organiza-
tions” representatives in Parliament
has changed accordingly. In 1977
sthey had nine deputies and five
senators, and now they have eleven
in the lower chamber of the Cortes
and nine in the upper. All this testi-
fles 1o the discontent of the Basque
population with the Suarez govern-
ment's nationalities policy. There is
similar discontent in other parts of
the country.

The next step now is the forma-
tion of a new Cabinet. The UDC,
with its 167 seats in the Congress
of Deputies, has practically secured
the right to form a government.
There is no doubt that Adolfo Sua-
rez will proceed to do so before
long, but most likely it will only be
after the municipal elections, sched-

 uled for April 3, that the composi-
tion of the new Cabinet will be
announced.
Madrid

NEW TIMES
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mom COMMENT

THROUGH THE FROTH
OF HIGH-FLOWN TALK

"l leave today on a new mission
in the service of the oldest of
human dreams—the dream of
peace,” President Carter said before
flying to the Middle East on
March 7.

Mr Carter's stay in Egypt and
Israel and his talks with their
leaders were covered by hundreds
of journalists from many counfries,
the United States included. But
the search for peace in the Middle
East was, perhaps, given the |east
altention in their numerous reports,
Such cardinal issues of Middle East
selflement as the fate of the Pales-
finians, the Israeli withdrawal from
the occupied ferritories and even
the delails of the scanty 'autono-
my” promised to the West Bank
and Gaza Sirip population by the
parfles fo the separate deal were
relegated fo the background.

The Daily Telegraph wrofe that
Mr Carter's main fask was to secure
US. inferests in the Middle East.
It was in this vein that nearly all
newspapers commented on the
attempt of Carfer, Sadat and Begin
fo gef the stalled Camp David deal
moving. The unprepossessing pic-
ture of their real intentions showed
through the smoke screen of the
high-flown falk about peace, The
Execufive Committee of the Pales-
fine Liberation Organization de-
scribed these infentions and actions
as "an open challenge to the will and
interests of the Arab nation and
disregard of world opinion and
internafional law."

In its March 9 issue the Washing-
fon Post dwelt on “the things the
United States can do to express
inferest in maintaining security in
the Middle East’” “Underwriting an
Egyptian-Israeli settlement is a good
beginner,” it wrote, “Establishing a

military presence in eac

countries s up
A third possib

American nava he
Persian Gulf is
a naval presence in the Sea
A fifth is moving squad
American warplanes aro the

area periodically

Concrete steps for the

of this plan became know
U.S. Administration is reported to
be studying the question of form
ing a new
deployed in the Indian Oc¢
will be called “the U.S. Fifth
It was also reported that Mr Ca
received with "understanding
nachem Begin's proposa
over to the United States the Israeli
air force base Ezion in Sinai and a
Sharm

naval forc

to turn

deep-water mooring in the
el Sheikh port (under the separate
deal these bases are to be refurned
to Egypt). There were reports that
Washington is seriously considering
the construction of a NATO naval
base in the Israeli seaport of Haifa

All this gave the Israeli Commu-
nist Party General Secrefary Meir
Vilner grounds to say that 'the
intention is not fo secure peace
but to set up American military
bases and a military bloc, which
represents a conspiracy threatening
the security of Israel and the entire
Middle East, and the independence
of all countries in the region.”

This conclusion is borne out by
fhe latest actions of the U.S. Admin-
istration. Early in March, President
Carter sanctioned urgent arms
supplies to North Yemen to the sum
of $390 million. Washington sent
Saudi Arabia two planes equipped
with the AWACS early warning
system. They will make flights over
the territory of that country. The
U.S. aircraft carrier Constellation has
entered the Arabian Sea.

Thus President Carter's “mission
of peace' has undergone a radical
change before our eyes, develop-
ing into gunboat policy and a fur-
ther escalation of fension.

G. KASHOYAN
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been expected.” 4" He returned brim-
Before he took Ing with enthusiasm, es-
iclally for Peking cuisine,
g to which his Italian
gues dubbed him the
olsta.”

admirer of Chinese
al fare. At any rate,
Is doing his bes! to
ify the Chinese brigand
of Vietnam

n other words, Ostellino
ding over backwards
wh ash the aggres-
Fortunately his efforts
nullified by two cir-
. First, the Cor-
della Sers carries
only his dispatches.
3 d, the paper's read
_have long ceased fo
his writings at face

L. KEDRIN

States. But after Washi v struck the pose of a
"defender of human rig b somewhat em-
barrassing to continue openly. This is
where Israeli weapon/ijiima red, incidentally,
on licences and with provided by the
United States, comes id

Washington realizes o rse that the arrangement
is only too transparent & ’ sake of decorum it
from time to time admoni Aviv. According 18
the Associated Press, US spokesmen have said
that the question of ex [ pressure on Israel o
stop supplying arms fo a “remains open,” not-
ing, however, that “ther legal means of stop-
ping Israel from shippin -manufactured weap-
ons." In other words, ld if they could but
they can't....
V. CHIRKOY
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| Unemployed >,7 & B ) v b \ N d to NATO

According to official figures, the number of registered unemployed in
the Common Market countries exceeded 6 million at the end of last year.
Reporting this, the West German Unsere Zei carried the above diagram
showing the average annual unemployment level. Nearly half of the &
million were young people under 25,

The EEC ministerial councll session held in February in Brussels had
fo concede that unemployment, which shows no sign of declining, remains
one of the negative features laying their shadow on the West European
economy in 1979 he Dutch

That this is so is evident if only from the fact that in West Germany, for and
instance, the unemployment figure increased in January by 164,600, to
more than one million.

ti-tascists,
not only the Dutch

see in this amnesty an in-

sult to the memory ol the

victims of nazism. Nor is

d h, leave will be curtailed A ;
IR RN PRI & o Tervier iy noiciora and ' iely thet i will bu sn

e ho |
Elliott Gabellah, Minister of officers and civil servants, At the 9orsed by those who feel

Foreign Affairs, Information, same time arrests are reported that it is nothing short of

Immigration and Tourism/in the of those who express dissatisfac- indecent to have a map
so-called transitional government/ tion with the forthcoming farce. with so unsavoury a past
of Rhodesia, was incautious As a result of these measures, in the NATO top post. All

enough to voice disagreement said Peter Walls, the commander the more so since he lacks

with the foul methods fused by of the Rhodesian armed for- the courage fo admit what

his party leaders/to secure for ces, “already there is a strong has now been proved by

themselves Ahe African vote in  groundswell throughout the eoun-  documentary evidence
try.” And

the “‘general election” to be held e added: “They are On the other hand, it
in April. As a result he was going to vote.” Y. TYUNKOV seems fo us, there is also
promptly removed from 1 a good case for leaving
his post. Luns in peace and, of

The “transitional :ccurse, in the office of

| NATO Secretary-General.
For it would be impossible
to find an equally odious
I figure to head the North
lAvlan!wc bloc. Besides, he

is a colourful figure
I though perhaps not exactly
of a hue prelerred by the
leaders of an alliance which
lays claim to representing
the cream of the “free
world.’

government” makes no
secret of the fact that
it proposes to carry out
during the voting a
“huge military opera-
tion to protect the plan-
ned election.” Accord-
ing to a Reuter

Time is running out
for the White King.

Cartoon from the

Daily Telegraph

(Britain)
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m to Bela Kup,
for Foreign Af-
ussia, Georgi Chi-
d the Hungarian
as an ally: “The
an ally in Centra)
ely valuable for us
ndous  difficulties,
onary governments

th each other. Great
‘attached to thijs
who wrote in the
5 message of greet-
: “It is absolutely
tain constant radio
on between Budapest

In the second half of
, as Chairman of the
Defence, a telegram to
which he wrote: “It is

as possible.... The
“establish a reliable

ﬂmﬁn, the Red Armies
proletarian states did their
to link up the two revolu-
forou, to establish direct
pen them. The Entente
mobilized all their allies
Europe to prevent this
1 costs. This is evidenc-

he hench,oommand in
sent to the Rumanian
taff on March 25, 19019
~ask the Rumanians and
iks to do everything to
link-up between the Hun-
‘the Ukrainians. The Al-
ﬂmndy undertaken the
mauum to isolate Hun-
the rest of Europe...

:atred for socialism and fear
of the proletarian states
bourgeois politicians
their services to interna-
ction to help carry out
ury‘qehme. On March 25,

CQGmmeeau of France ask-
isolate Soviet Hungary

12.7¢

it

o

.
&3
P

 rates the Rumanians

»me Soviet Russia: “The Bolshevik
revolution in Hungary has created

’ an exceedmgly difficult situation for
our country.... The territory of the
Hungarian Ruthenians, which sepa-
from the
Czechoslovaks, provides free passage
S for Bolshevik agitators and Bolshe-

4

I viks from Eastern Galicia and Rus-

sia.... In the name of our common
cause please close this channel as
— _soon as possible.”
1 The imperialist butchers and White
Guards made it impossible for Soviet
L Russia and Soviet Hungary to come
“into direct contact. The two fronts
'were never joined. “We are aware

" of Hungary's grave and dangerous

“situation and are doing all we can
& But speedy assistance is sometimes
S physically impossible,” Lenin wrote

& to Bela Kun

iR

The leaders’ of the two Soviet
states, however, maintained regular
- radiotelegraphic communication. Kun

and Chicherin exchanged several
hundred telegrams, informing each
other about their foreign policy

moves, their plans, the actions of the
imperialist powers, and the military
situation. Kun asked for coples of
the decisions of the Third Interna-
tional, as well as, if possible, all the
decisions and ordinances of the
Soviet government, the newspaper
Izvestia, and other documents

V. | Lenin and Tibor
(centre). Moscow, May 1919,

Szamuely

NEW TIMES

What could not be transmitted by
radiotelegraph was sent by courier.
Even before the proclamation of the
Soviet Republic, the Hungarian
Communist leaders had dispatched
their representatives to Lenin to in-
form him about the situation in
Hungary, the revolution that was
maturing, and the developments. The
couriers displayed great courage and
resourcefulness in crossing front
lines with these messages and docu-
ments

An important role in these con-
tacts was played by the visit to Mos-
cow of Hungarian People's Commis-
sar Tibor Szamuely. He arrived in
Moscow by plane on May 25, the day
of a universal military training pa-
rade. Lenin attended the parade in
Red Square and there he met
Szamuely. In his speech he
troduced Szamuely to the jubilant
Muscovites: “Comrade Tibor Sza-
muely, one of the most valiant fight-
ers of the Comintern, a People's
Commissar of the Hungarian Soviets,
has just come to us, having flown
across the Carpathians.” Szamuely
also spoke, after which he and Lenin
made a tour by car of Moscow's
squares, addressing the demonstra-
tors. In his speeches, Lenin hailed
the Hungarian proletariat and the
Hungarian Soviet Republic

Lenin’s Greetings
to the Hungarian
Workers

From the very first days of the
existence of the Hungarian Soviet
Republic, Lenin, in his radiotele-
grams, supported and inspired it,
and the most he did was to ask ques-
tions without giving any advice.

Laszlo Rudas, who went as the
representative of the Hungarian
Communists to the founding congress
of the Communist International but
did not make it in time and arrived
in Moscow already after the procla-
mation of the Soviet Republic, met
with Lenin and told him about the
situation in Hungary. Lenin was
particularly interested in the unifica-
tion of the Party and the condition
of the poor peasantry. In the course
of the conversation, Rudas recalled,
he asked Lenin to write a letter to
the Hungarian workers and to help
sustain their revolutionary enthu-
siasm with his influence and author-
ity. “I cannot do that,” Lenin repli-
ed. “I have no right to interfere in
the internal affairs of other states,
all the more so,

in the affairs of |

Sixtieth Anniversary
of the Hungarian
Soviet Republic

Hungarian S
and his
Demaocre
that the dicta
ed” and the ra
were being d out be
down.” The ter n mount
Bela Kun and his associate
ed to Lenin for support

In response to one such
Chicherin addressed a note
Austrian government exposing
slanderous allegations of the
geois press. “Neither Lenin nor any
other member of the Russian Soviet
government has ever spoken d
ragingly, in statements or otherwise,
of the Hungarian Soviet Republic or
Bela Kun, contrary to what the
Vienna press hounds ascribe to
Lenin,” he wrote. “Soviet Russia is
watching the Hungarian Soviet Re-
public with the greatest friendly
sympathy and rejoices in its suc-
cesses. So far as Comrade Bela Kun is
concerned, Lenin and the whole of
Soviet Russia deeply honour and
esteem him, paying tribute to the
remarkable job he is doing.”

In a telegram sent to Lenin on
May 25 Bela Kun thanked him for
this support and made another
request: “In view of the expected at-
tack of the Entente, the Right
elements in the Party are sensing
a favourable opportunity for them-
selves, and it would be a good thing
if you declared, in an open letter to
me, that we have only one alterna-
tive: either a proletarian or a bour-
geois dictatorship.” For his part,
Tibor Szamuely, who was in Moscow
at that time, personally informed
Lenin about the situation in the

19

bour-
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~ troops

abnndon the field of
Hungarian Soviet

defend the Hunurun Sovm Repub-
lie, exploring every possibility of
holpln“ it. On May 1, 1919, on his
“instructions, the People's Commis-
sars for Forelgn Affairs of the Rus-

nd
¥ lhn and Ukrainian Soviet republics

sent an ultimatum to the Rumanian
l‘mn Ministry in eonmetlon with
tl_u intention of the “Rumanian land-
lords' government . .. to crush Soviet
m in Hunnry " The Ukrainian
Defence  Council  ordered its
“to take the field against
landlord Rumania in order to help
Soviet Hungary."”
' The former soldiers of tsarist Rus-
sla's army, the POWs who had stay-
ed n Hungary after the breakup
of ﬁu ustro-Hungarian empire (in
~ late October 1918, after the collapse
the moulmhy. many Russian
 home)—Russians,

" The television programme on which
he was fo appear was called "People
sk, Politicians Answer.” Helmut Kohl,
leader of the West German opposition-
Sist Christian Democratic Union, parked
himself with dignity in an arm:hmr in
.’mc'pahon of the hit he hoped to make
with millions of televiewers, He badly
iE. imdad it, for his popularity with the
West German voters, the latest public
’ P'oll revealed, had dropped to a record

ow.

" This fook place in The Hague where
the idea was conceived of broadcast-
ing jointly with the Second Channel of
@ West German TV a series of public
discussions with the participation of
i prominent polificians from the Federal
PRepublic of Germany. With the direct
lection fo the so-called European
farllamonl in the offing, this programme
Swes designed fo promote “mutual
understanding among Europeans” and

for the West German way of life

¢ Several dozen German-speaking
sfudents of the Netherlands People's
Unliversity gathered in the hall of the
old mansion from which the discussion
'was broadcas! live for Holland and the
& Federal Republic of Germany. The well-
known TV announcer Reinhard Appel
Sinviled them fo ask questions. The stu-

“Why are there still so many former
nazis in the CDUI"

“What is the explanation for the
‘Decree on Radicals, which debars dis-
s mhrl from jobs, and how does this
Illly with all the talk about democracy?”
= “How is it that after two world wars
starled by Germany there are forces
in the F.R.G. bent on obtaining mass
d.drudlon weapons!”

. It cannot be said that Herr Kohl was
\Ml prepared for questions of this kind.
As Reinhard Appel, who is well famil-
~jar with public sentiment in Holland,
later admitted, “we expected critical
questions, delicate subjects were even
desirable.,” When speaking of Berufs-
verbot (ban on professional employ-
" ment), for instance, Herr Kohl consult-
ed a thick file of materials on the sub-
ject. But what neither Reinhard Appel
- nor he had expected was the persist-
e with which the participants in the
discussion demanded clear-cut answers,
nor how quickly they saw through sub-
ferfuges and propaganda clichés.

None of Herr Kohl's demagogic
irades, which made him popular with
~ his' friends at home, had any effect
" here. Yet he exerted no little effort to
show that it was none othcr than the
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ELMUT KOHL'S “DUTCH CABBAGE”

Communists that were responsible for
the nazis’ advent fo power in Germany
to convince his lisfeners that the old
nazis now in the CDU were guilty only
of “sins of youth,' to frighten them
with the bogey of “Russian tanks,”” and
to persuade them that the Bundeswehr
was protecting the Dutch too

But it was all of no use. Kohl, the
professional polemicist, was thoroughly
out-argued. Lafer the organizers of
the discussion complained that the ques-
tioners were impolite and even’ rude.
But there were grounds for the drubbing
he got: the discussion revealed a chasm
between the views of the Dutch
participants and the CDU
platform which, despite all the camouf-
lage, is still a hodge-podge of savage

politica

anti-communism and survivals of the
cold war
It's useless to shake your fist affer

the fight is over, says the old proverb
The CDU leaders and their followers
ignored the advice. On the very next
day efter the Hague fiasco they nof
only began to shake their fists, but
also tried to make as much political
capital out of it as possible.

First they tried to find a scapegoal
They found him in Reinhard Appel
whom they accused of downright ir-
responsibility in choosing the partic-
ipants for the discussion. The West
German government also came in for
censure: for giving people abroad a
"biassed and distorted” nofion about
the Federal Republic

Affer that the Right-wing press wenf
after the Duich participants in the
discussion. From the newspapers’ own
commentaries and from carefully select-
ed readers’ letters there emerged a
“brand-new'’ idea: Helmut Kohl had
defended the “interests of Germany”
from its enemies and detracfors who
had sold themselves fo the Reds. The
Duich parficipants were described as
“that gang from Holland,” “Left prove-

cateurs” and “the indoctrinated band”
(this last designation came from Herr
Kohl himself).

There was more to come. For instance,
calls to “punish” the Dutch. The
punishment suggested reflects the pet-
ty-bourgeois mentality of Herr Kohl's
admirers. One issued the dire threat
that after “such a dirty trick” he would
“never again buy Duich cabbage.”

And so, having qualified the critic-
ism of the CDU policy voiced in The
Hague as an "anti-German sally,” the
|leader of the West German opposition
began tfo whip up the nationalistic

feelings of his

oulld g

the elect

Jest
public se e i

| telepho ] e
Johanne L B
respondent of the Dutc ewsp

At the CDU masked ball. Extreme
right: Franz Josef Strauss. Centre
Helmut Kohl. “The costume suits him

well, but I'm afraid that the dagger

is real,”” says one of the merrymakers
Cartoon from Stern (F.R.G.)
Volkskrant, and asked him what he

thought of such claims.

"De Telegraaf is a conservative news-
paper and probably the only one in
Holland that has negatively appraised
the discussion,'” he replied. "As for
how much the questions asked reflect
the true feelings of my compatriots, |
would like to quote a person who is
above suspicion even in the eyes of
Kohl: the Dutch Christian Democratic
Premier Andreas van Agt. Immediately
after the discussion he declared that
Kohl could hardly expect any other
reaction in Holland if he defended the
Berufsverbot, declared for the statute
of limitations to be applied in the pro-
secution of war criminals, characterized
the behaviour of old nazis as “sins of
youth,” and approved of the deploy-
ment of nuclear weapons in the Federal
Republic. K. KARAGEZYAN

Our Own Correspondent
Bonn
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quences ol uu Pacific War, espe-
ally the loss of an outlet to the
T by Bolivia, became a source
serious and protracted disputes

subsequent years
solution of the
t lmeruted in

/
pt in 1920 to get the League
.Nations to reconsider the Treaty
Ancon proved unsuccessful owing
the opposition of the United
, which had gained strong posi-
in Chile by that time, It was

provinces
lacna) was returned to Peru.

ted with a protocol which
ked the solution of the problem
Bouvlan access to the ocean. The

e nor Peru) could ce-de any part
pf the Tacna or Arica provinces to
& third state without the other par-
s consent. The reference in this
context could only be to Bolivia
1 , the problems of the three
& ,guntrlei were closely intertwined,

id a barrier was in effect raised
o Bolivia's striving to regain an
“outlet to the ocean. (The Chilean
uthorities would not even hear of
peturning to Bollvia the territory it
med in the past.)

‘n!plemnﬂc Efforts

Bollvia's economy today is largely
oriented on the foreign market. It
depends on the export of tin, lead
" and zinc mined in the country and
" the Import of food and manufac-
ﬁnn Since the greater part of the
ixport and import goods is carried
by sea, Bolivia's desire to have its
own sea gates is quite natural.
That is why nearly all Bolivian
~ presidents invariably declared
they would seek to secure the satis-
‘é’:ﬂon of this age-old demand,
imparting a bourgecis nationalist
louring to it. Some of them, de-
ending on the circumstances, took
Qf purely pragmatic approach. Others
X so for demagogic purposes, in
to win over the electorate
ithout proposing any constructive

{ll others, whipping up militarist
nd revenge-seeking sentiments and

as a pretext for establishing an
authoritarian order in the country

An instance of such an approach
is the “initiative’” addressed by Chile
in 1975 to Hugo Banzer, then Presi-
dent of Bolivia. The Chilean

junta leader Pinochet offered Boli-

fascist
via “a sovereign outlet” to the ocean
in the northern
13.5-km-wide corridor,
for a part of Bolivian
believed to be rich in ore deposits
In the opinion of experts,
struction of a port at the end of the
corridor—on a wide stretch of sandy

border area, a
in exchange
territory

the con-

beach—would be extremely difficult,

But Bolivia needs
ships will not be

a port, not a
beach. Besides,
able to aproach the shore because of
the shallow waters. Of course,
experts said, with the present de-
velopment of technology everything
is possible. However, as the Spanish
magazine Cambio-16
construction of all the necessary fa-
cilities would cost Bolivia a sum in
excess of the foreign debt it has
accumulated over the 150 years of
its independence and backwardness.

Moreover, Pinochet'’s
was also juridically invalid
under the protocol to the 1929
Treaty of Lima, no territory for-
merly owned by Peru can be ceded
by the Chilean government to a
third state without Peru’'s consent.

wrote, the

proposal
since,

The aim of this proposal was to
tie Bolivia to the junta-ruled Chile
through political, economic and
military co-operation and to con-
vince La Paz that the problem agi-
tating Bolivia would have been
solved had it not been for the
obstructions raised by Peru. This
was designed to stir up anti-Peru-
vian sentiment among the Bolivians
and to induce them to join the
manoeuvres aimed at isolating Peru,
which since 1968 has been ruled by
a government objectionable to the
United States,

“There is nothing extraordinary
in the fact,” Peruvian Communist
Party leader Jorge del Prado point-
ed out, ‘“that Pinochet's fascist
government, an obedient tool of

U.S. imperial

cumstances

¢ 1y et 1o the
tion of Bolivia acce 0 the

with the aim

legitimate aspirations the Bc

vian peo

militar)

Who Gains
by the Tension

In connection w
tic Dbellicose
against Peru,
munists decla

condemn all t
conflict between the peoples
Chile and Peru. Those whe

or the other of these co

from without, strive, as

imperialists are doing, to c
hostile climate are harmin

ent and future in

peoples of both countries.’

The Peruvian government
a firm stand, rejected
which was also
democratic forces of Bolivia,
army too. Hugo Banzer, who tried
to strengthen his authoritarian rule
by capitalizing on the sore problem,
had to abandon the proposed deal
The Peruvian government regards
the Bolivian demand as just. The
same stand is held by many other
Latin American which
believe that leaving this problem
unresolved, artificially whipping up
passions and exacerbating tension
over this state of affairs
plays into the hands of the enemies
of the Latin American peoples. It
is the imperialists who seek to pit
the neighbouring countries one
against the other in order to under-
mine their anti-imperialist solidar-
ity and, to the accompaniment of
militarist propaganda, to make prof-
its on arms supplies to these coun-
tries.

opposed

in the

countries

merely

The problem of Bolivia's
to the Pacific awalts its construc-
tive solution in the interests of the
peoples of Bolivia, Peru and Chile.

u
3
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to reach the impressive
823,000 million in 1077,

tial part of the oil rev-

t used to meet the
ny and the people.
of the total was spent on
f arms with the
Iran an imperialist
on the frontiers of

numerous members

royal family, the court,
ministers, high-placed civil servants
and profiteers, and huge sums were
squandered on the maintenance of
punitive agencies, the army, a swol-
‘len state machinery, and on luxury

The Shah turned the country into
a gold mine for Western arms mer-
chants and exporters of industrial
equipment and consumer goods.
But poverty and want remained the
lot of the mass of the people. The oil
boom was accompanied by galloping
inflation, which not only cut
heavily into the wages of industrial
anc office workers and the income
of small tradesmen and artisans,
but hit hard also at the medium-
bracket bourgeoisie.

Thus, in the final analysis the oll
income did not bolster up the regime
of the Shah, but, on the contrary,
hastened its revolutionary over-
throw. The popular struggle against

o
L
=
=
1=
bl
L=

the despotic rulers and dependence
BN imperialism merged with the
istruggle for social and economic
‘mss, including the termination
lonce and for all of the neo-colonial-
m exploitation of Iran's oil

_ The Stranglehold
. of the Consortium

since an enterprising British
S businessman named D'Arcy bought
the first Iranian oil concession for
@ song in 1801. Since then only for
$wo years, during the premiership of
I Mossadegh, was Iran master of its
¥ ncipal wealth, though even then
it was unable to breach the imperial-
~ jst export blockade

In 1954 an international consor-
flum made up mainly of the US,
and British monopolies known as the
B Seven Sisters imposed on Iran a fet-
ering 25-year agreement. While the
1881 nationalization law was not
" rescinded, the parties to the consor-
tUum established their control
over the oil industry in the south of
‘the country and agreed to pay the
jovernment half the earnings
from the export of oll. In later years
the ruling quarters, seeking to
their own oil income and
carry out! the Shah's moderniza-
jon programme, exerted pressure on
the consortium and concluded a
number of agreements with other
® foreign firms on joint oil explora-
£ tion and extraction

#%  In 1973 state control was establish-
i ed over extraction, but the foreign
 monopolies managed to retain
strong positions. The National
‘Iranian Oil Company undertook to
co-ordinate its plans with the
. consortium, to employ its engineers
and administrators, and granted. it
the right for twenty years ahead
" to sell up to four-fifths of Iran’s oil
~ output in external markets at $1.60
. less per ton than the world price.
. Forty per cent of this went to the
~ U.S. monopolies, in conformity with
their share in the consortium. It has
. been roughly calculated that in 1978
alone the participants in the consor-
tium pocketed a ‘“premium” of
about $250 million.
& A specific feature of Iran's oil
~ policy was, on the one hand, partici-
_ pation in joint steps taken by the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries, including agreed price
increases, and, on the other, refusal
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to join In any radical anti-imperial
ist move. For instance, th
would not support the emb
s to the West dur
Arab-Isrneli war of 1973
made no secret of the fact
was supplying liquid fuel to Israel
and South Africa.

Finding itself increasingly depen-
dent on the U.S. and ot
countries, the Shah's gover
1977 reneged on its proclaimed
principle of linking oil prices to
the prices of imported goods, infla-
tion and the decline of the purchas-
ing power of the dollar.

Among the former regime's actions
running counter to the
interests, the new leadership 3
also the squandering of oil reserves,
over-extraction, primarily to pay for
the huge purchases of arms

oil sa

national

The Teheran press says that hence-
forth the size of Iran's eéxports
will be determined by its actual
foreign currency needs. It is believ-
ed that extraction will be limited to
150 million tons, or 60 per cent of
the level before the oilworkers’
general strike in the autumn of last
year. Oil deliveries in exchange for
arms are being annulled, and it has
been officially announced that ex-
port to Israel and South Africa has
been discontinued

“Iranian oil is the property of the
people,” Hassan Narzih, the newly
appointed managing director of the
National Iranian Oil Company, said.
“It will no longer serve to enrich
the Western monopolies and local
dealers. We shall never recognize
the agreements imposed on us as
though we were someone’s colony.”

Qil Shortage

Some 37,000 oilworkers took an
active part in the general strike,
with the result that in late October
and early November last year oil
output fell from the annual rate of
300 million tons to 90 million, and
export to 30 million tons. By threats
and repression, the government of
General Azhari forced some of the
workers to return to work. Never-
theless, they struck on repeated
occasions, and on December 27, 1978,
extraction came to a complete
standstill. In January, the oil fields
began working again in response to a
call issued by the opposition leaders,
but output was confined to meeting
essential internal needs. Considering
that in the summer of 1978 oil ex-

countries in first si
the current year
6 per cent less tha
to the discontir
from Iran. U
has announced that he will
before Congress a program
measures designed to cope
problems caused by the interrupt
of the flow of Iranian oil
February he paid a visit to Mexico
to persuade the government of that
country to meet the growing needs
of the U.S. from the big oil deposits
recently discovered in Mexico. U.S
Energy Secretary James Schlesinger
has voiced alarm on repeated oc-
casions. The sensation-hungry
capitalist press has begun talking
about the threat of an oil famine,
a repetition of the 1873-74 situation,
and the like. Needless to say, the
entire blame is laid on the Iranian
revolution.

1uat of

sident

The oil shortage was promptly
seized upon by the Western monop-
olies to jack up the prices
charged for petroleum products and
to pocket lush profits on this specu-
lative operation.

It is noteworthy that each time
OPEC proposes to compensate for
inflation and the drop in the ex-
change rate of the American dollar
by a moderate increase of oil prices,
bourgeois government leaders and
press commentators raise a clamour
about the world being impelled into
another crisis. But none of them has

any criticism for the international
monopolies when they announce
25
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m “before
conference

to the world market in
ty with their national in-
a serious blow to
list policy. At the same time
is a growing body of opinion
,dmtmordu'topumt
_energy crisis in the early
&o?m'munuhw:d

prices huhld of trying
tly to depress prices.

ﬂhﬁolntuﬁntufumm
ﬂwhu&nbundh the

mhwtgnckonmt
'ﬂliu!lllnliisol ‘the

N O

4 V. ! thE revolu-
es he had proclaim-
~action the United
‘not only in Iran
in the Third World,
wuldmt be able to
ends, the paper said.

ive that the Iranian

the Saudi
to buy up the

wmunyumumu Arab
Emirates Minister of Petroleum and
Mineral Resources Mana Said Al
Oteiba said that the countries that

of Arab oil should help to bring
about a just solution of the Palestine
problem.

Apparently, however, the lessons
of history do not sink in easily in
Washington. In late February U.S.
Defence Secretary Harold Brown
and Energy Secretary James
Schlesinger spoke of using armed
force to secure the United States’
interests in the Persian Gulf, and
the hawkish Senator Henry Jach
even called for the creation of a
jolnt;-. M-llypthn strike force

the Saudi government rejected the
idea.

Reading statements of this order
by high-placed American officials,
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AGAINST
'THE POISON

On a visit to Frankfort on the
\ Main last year I happened to witness
the following scene at the entrance
M of a large disc shop. A boy of 12 or
18 was looking at the records of
speeches by Hitler, Goering, Goeb-
bels and other nazi leaders displayed
on a stand. Then, turning to his
Smother, he sald: “We've got all of
fhem except two.” And the mother
willingly bought the two lacking
_ discs.

‘Was this just the usual disc-col-
Necting craze? That is how some
would like to represent {t. Who, they
aak, can take the utterly discredited
ljdeas of nazism seriously nowadays?
Wazism has, indeed, been discredited
in the eyes of the vast majority of
Polder people who lived through the

| =
4

orrors of the war and perceived its
&u.nu and consequences, But for the
fboy 1 saw at the disc shop and,
S perhaps, for his young mother,
pazism is a rather abstract concept.
They did not hear the howling of
" falling bombs, they did not see the
death camps or the ruins of their
own city. They might have seen the
film about Hitler's career shown
recently in West Germany. True, it
* does say he is to blame for the war
© and the defeat of Germany. But it
also shows the impressive marches
of troops (you won't see such
marches today), the Fiihrer smiling
at everyone and women weeping
with joy at seeing him. Moreover,
it is said that Hitler loved animals,
that he ate no meat and drank no
s{ spirits. It was on his initiative that
" the Germans began to build the
. autobahns they are still proud of.
There was strict public order under
the Fiihrer, whereas today all sorts
of terrorists are at large. Was nazism
really as bad as it is painted?
“The Truth About Hitler,” a new
book by Kurt Bachmann, is addressed
to those who have not yet found

the right answer to this question. It
exposes the forces that are f ring
in the West Germans a nostalgia for
“the good old days.” The auth
openly polemizes with those
would like to “humanize"” the ugly
face of nazism

Kurt Bachmann, who will be 70 in
June, belongs to the generation who
saw how the brown plague spread in
Germany and what inhuman crimes
the nazis committed. A Communist
Party member since 1932, he went
underground after Hitler came to
power and headed a Party branch
in Cologne. Bachmann was an active
fighter against fascism. Together
with his first wife Alice he took part
in the French Resistance movement.
In 1942 they were arrested and
taken to Germany. Alice died
in Auschwitz, Kurt Bachmann
was transferred from one concentra-
tion camp to another until he was
freed from Buchenwald at the end
of the war.

Bachmann became widely known
after he was elected chairman of the
legal German Communist Party in
April 1969, a post he held until 1973.
At present, he is a member of the
Presidium of the GCP Executive,
takes part in the work of anti-
fascist organizations, writes articles
and pamphlets.

“The Truth About Hitler” is
rather unusual in form. It consists
of Kurt Bachmann's answers to
questions put by Wilfried Reckert,
a member of the Federal Executive
of the Socialist German Working
Youth. Reckert is only 30, of the
same age as the Federal Republic of
Germany. He is one of the numer-
ous victims of the Berufsverbot:
in 1973 he was dismissed from his
teaching job for publishing anti-
fascist leaflets and banned from the
teaching profession.

The dialogue between two Ger-

because the
government
Germa
needed a f
make cap
secure for a
better possit
profit and carr;
plans of expansion."
established by the
facilitated preparations for a war
for what they termed k
raum.”

Kurt Bachmann shows
ed fascism and how it
power and how it was able
that power. Hitler, he stresses
a master of fascist demagogy
by Reckert whom this
influenced most of all

replies: the petty bourgeoisie, whom
Hitler promised a way out of the
crisis situation. In the eyes of

small shopkeepers Hitler was ‘a
man of the people” who had risen
no higher that the rank of lance-
corporal during the first world war
He skilfully played on nationalist
and racist instinets, and was a sworn
enemy of the revolutionary move-
ment. “In his address to the
industrialists in October 1922 Kurt
Bachmann writes, “Hitler proclaim-
ed ‘the destruction and eradication
of the Marxist outlook’ the goal of
the National-Socialist Party.” Speak-
ing in the Diisseldorf industrial club
on January 27, 1932, Hitler said:
“We have firmly decided to
eradicate Marxism in Germany
completely. .., To prevent the people
[meaning the organized labour
movement—V.R.] plunging into 2

NEW TIMES 1279

27


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

‘wrote in its appeal to the
Ou-mmpubllconlmm 31,
criminals, former

. lnﬁ - their unions would
st %wwdmmumu-

"lhmmmhu in an atmosphere

s the message of the book.

~ anti-communism  and  anti-
{ of campaigns of slander
 defamation of existing socialism,
V. of treaties concluded

unemployment and lack of rights,
may fall into the trap set by “brown
rat-catchers.” The lessons of history
show that fascism can be prevented
only by joint action of all contin-
gents of the working people.

“In spite of the war unleashed by
fascism, the peoples of Europe have
again extended their hands to us,"
Kurt Bachmann said at the Mann-
heim Congress of the Communist
Party in October 1978. "But they
have forgotten no one, they have
forgotten nothing, and this makes
it incumbent upon us, Communists
of the Federal Republic, to preserve
for the younger generation and bring
home to it the experience of our
anti-fascist struggle. Comrades, to
be loyal to the behests of the
German Resistance fighters means
to ensure that the threat of war
and fascism shall never again
emanate from German soil.... The
revival of the old and the emergence
of new fascism must be prevented
at all costs. Let us bar the road to
reaction, let us bar the road to
fascism.”

Kurt Baehmlnnl book is an
invaluable aid for anti-fascists. It
provides new arguments and gives
grounds for reflection upon many
_problems of the past, present and
!uluu. The dangerous nazi vogue
must be discarded along with
nostalgia for the nazi past — that

NEW TIMES 1279

ON

From Our Own Correspondent
B STANISLAV LEVCHENKO

X S But ninety minutes flying time
} mm Tokyo, Honshu Island's s spring-
B like winter gives way to a real sub-
PArctic winter with raging blizzards
¥and crisp and crunchy snow under-
Mfoot. Our destination, a city of
straight and broad avenues, is cons-
picuous for the absence of milling
erowds, so common a sight in other
fJapanese cities, and for its uncom-
~ mon trams and uncommon
uﬁdergmund with its rubber-wheel-
ed coaches. Snowfalls are so fast
and frequent that often of a morning
the residents of the smaller houses
Iiare obliged to dig their way out
"For this is Sapporo, the largest city
ol Hokkaido, Japan's northernmost
island.
) One of the traditions for which
S Sapporo is renowned is its movement
tof friendship with the neighbouring
U;S.S.R.. a movement with a long
and checkered history
‘We first set up a branch of the
Japan-U.S.SR. Society on Hok-
faldo 21 years ago,” T was told by
i“ executive secretary, Mr Akizuki
Sast year's jubllee celebrations
re attended by people from nearly
the Soviet republics, Our main
im and purpose is to promote good-
P neighbourly relations and deepen
mutual understanding
*The Hokkaido branch,” he con-
tinued, “has 257 collective members
or a ‘total membership of about
125,000, Represented among its of-
and activists are all the
L country's main political parties,
including the Liberal Democrats, the
. Socialists, the Communists and
omeito. Last year 800 islanders
visited your country and of
that number 150 were on Sakhalin.”
_ “Certain news media contend,”
1 remarked, “that the movement
for friendship with the Soviet Union
has no future in this country, that
“the Japanese, especially on Hok-
‘kaido, view their neighbour with
suspicion.”
“Nonsense!” Mr Akizuki retorted.
“The propaganda you mention is
the work of those circles in Tokyo
 with whose aid Washington and
~ Peking hope to draw Japan into the
" orbit of their anti-Soviet strategy.
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ITS NORTHERNM

It is to be regretted
frequently the . gover
trails along in their
this year Premier Ohira
Minister Sonoda said on
occasions that it was nec
follow a diversified p
promote relations with the
However, nothing concrete h
done in that respect. Ri
extremist organizations a
and demanding that the
clauses in the Constitution be
and that the Self-Defence Forces
be enlarged. U.S. and Japanese
leaders allowed P.R.C. Vice-Premier

Deng Xiaoping to make bellic S
anti-Soviet statements during his
visit to the U.S. and Japan; at the

same time the Self-Defence Forces
conducted joint exercises with U.S,
armed forces.”

The following day I was to have
a meeting with members of an orga-
nization bearing the unusual name
of the Grassroots Society. In a
letter nine years ago to Valentina
Nikolayeva-Tereshkova, the world’s
first spacewoman, a group of Sap-
poro school students and their
parents wrote about the keen
interest on Hokkaido in the Soviet
Union. Indicating that they knew
of the existence in the USSR. of
its Young Pioneer organization and
of the care shown by the state for
children’s summer holidays, they
appedled to the Soviet spacewoman
for assistance in arranging for a
group of Sapporo school juniors to
spend their summer holidays at a
Young Pioneer camp in the Soviet
Union. That same year several Sap-
poro schoolchildren were invited to
Artek. Every year since then
Japanese boys and girls have spent
the summer at a Young Pioneer
camp outside Khabarovsk. On
returning home, they tell school
chums, parents and members of the
Grassroots Society about the Land
of Soviets and the new friends they
had made there.

The young activists of the Grass-
roots Society whom I met were all
doing well at school. 1 asked one of
them how the society had come by
its rather unusual name.

the Gr
summer
learned

m
the October R
I Back home |
mind that Sapporo m
own monument to Le
years on end he sa
his lunch and pocket
However, by the time he
at university he had realized
authorities would not allow
such monument to be erected eithe
in Sapporo or Tokyo for that m
ter, and, furthermore, since
money he had saved was far from
enough, he decided to donate all of
it to the Soviet Peace Fund.

The boys and girls who first went
to Artek and the Khabarovsk camp
have now finished school and some
have gone on to college. But they
still keep in touch with one another,
and now they have decided to
establish a Sunflower Society

“A good name, isn't it?"” one
schoolgirl remarked. “The sunflower
grows in many parts of the Soviet
Union, and the remarkable thing
about it is that it always follows the
sun.”

Parents of the members of these
two societies, some of whom also
came around to our meeting, have
their own organization known as
the Society of Light. This society
plans to learn more about the Soviet
educational system and the activities
of the Soviet Young Pioneer and
Young Communist League organiza-
tions.

At the Japanese-Soviet Friendship
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TAKING UP A POINT

I recently came across some issues

{. of your journal in which you wax

enthusiastic about Ethiopia and
Afghanistan. One could also add Angola,
Kampuchea and some other countries.
The Soviet Union has stakes in many
parts of the world. In my opinion, it
is not for nothing that our Secretary of
Defence Harold Brown spoke the other
day of the strengthening of U.S. posi-
fions in Egypt and Porfugal. He also
mentioned China in this connection.
The Americans have thus joined in the
game, and who knows who will win.
Michael MacDERMOT

New York, U.S.A

Our
associate
editor
DMITRY
YOLSKY

replies

With the approach to international
affairs reflected in your letter, Mr Mac-
Dermof, no one «can win and
b everybody stends fo |ose. The present-
day world locks least of all like a
chessboard or a gaming table. To
indulge in global gambles is an
undertaking as irresponsible as it s
dangerous, For, firstly, technological
progress has made the world smaller
than it has ever been: events in dif-
ferent areas are now closely interlinked.
Secondly, and that is the main thing,
politics has now emerged from the
statesmen's offices info the sireefs. The
broad masses are becoming increas-
ingly conscious of their interests, their
rights and, last but not least, their pos-
ities. They want to run their own

" affairs. Before going any further let me

say that it is utterly alien to the nature
of the Soviet Union to regard other
states, irrespective of their size and
level of development, as “objects of
politics.” We regard them as equal
pariners and we build our relations
with them on the basis of mutual
respect.

The fact that, whether you like it
or not, the Soviet Union is linked with
many developing countries by some

‘, thing more than ordinary partnership is

another matter entirely. They have not

-:ionly the same concrete political and
. ' economic inferests, but also the same

world outlook and the same ideas

12.79

about world development. This is a

historical objective trend engendered
by the world revolutionary process
You may find the term jarring, but you
must admit — if you overcome

prejudices — that the na
democratic revolutions were log
even inevitable products of the situa-
fion in Ethiopia and in Afghanistan and
in the other Asian and African countries
where they occurred. Preservation of
the status quo jeopardizzd nol only the
development of these counfries Dbut
often the very existence of their
peoples. It is well known, for instance
that hundreds of fhousands of people
starved to death in Ethiopia i
years of Hailé Selassié's rule
his government did absolufely
to save them. Or take this example
could the Kampucheans
themselves to the Pol Pot clique which
was exterminating them at the bidding
of the Peking expansionists?

As for socio-economic development
life is demonstrating again and again
that it is practically impossible to
resolve the problems facing the emer-
gent states along capitalist lines. This
is evidenced by the events in such
a relatively rich developing country
as Iran, where the Shah stubbornly and
persistently sought to implant capitalism
It goes without saying that the people
themselves must choose the path they
want fo take. And if the balance of
forces within a country is favourable
fo capitalist development, the Soviet
Union respects its choice, as this is
evidenced, for instance, by our country's
good relations with the ASEAN stafes.

But does Washington respect the
choice of independent states? It is a
pity the U.S. Secretary of Defence did
not mention Chile among the countries
where the U.S. peosition has grown
stronger. The Chileans paid dearly for
it. And those who indulge in global
games stand completely exposed by
staking on the Peking chauvinists whose
aggression against Vietnam clearly
reveals their attitude fo the rights of
nations and the interests of peaca.

The conclusion one can draw from
the above is clear, in my opinion: a
solid edifice of peace and détente can
be built only if the independence,
equality and lawful interests of all
natfions are respected. This is precisely
what guides the socialist countries in
their policies. Let us hope, Mr Mac-
Dermot, that the developments will
eventually convince you and your
friends that there is practically no
other alternative.

e last

nothing

raconcile

' common

g
that t
that
Moscow are b«
ed n avert
nuclear war.
in saying that
diction in the An
tration’s po
How, indeed, is one
tand Washington's
station long-range
Western Europe? s
make one doubt U.S. peace assu-
rances.

A. KUPLENSKAYA
Moscow, USSR

I am grateful to New Times
because its articles help me to
select the arguments and exam-
ples I need to popularize our
cause. Your journal
convincingly erposes the peace-

' and man-hating designs of impe-

rialism.

Karl BEHNKE
Bergen, G.D.R
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but never dallvund the

In some Swiss cantons
women are still disfran-
chised, As the first step to-
wards equality, the Geneva
Couneil (city and cantonal

| parliament) recently voted

n!ﬁer a hétted dehlte to
make needlework a com-
pulsory  discipline  in

| schools not only for girls,

b\n for boys too.
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BRNO — PERFECT ORIENTATION
IN THE WORLD OF CONSUMER GOODS

The objective of the international fairs in Brno
is to promote international trade

and to acquaint you with a wide variety of
industrial goods

INTERNATIONAL CONSUMER
GOODS FAIR,

BRNO, CLECHOSLOVAKIA
trom April 18 to 25

For details contact

8VV — Trade Fairs and Exhibitions BRNQ, 1 Vyslaviste,

602 00 Brno, Czechoslovakia
Telephone: 314, Telex: 062194, 062195, Cables: FAIRBRNO
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There are no!  very  many

countries in the world whose

coasts are washed by two oceans
One of them s the Central

American republic of Costa

Rica
Nature has genercusly endow
ed this smaf_beautiful country

with s mild climate, majestic

corchlieras and verdant valleys

Th; population is slightly over

two million and hall of them are

farmers. The main_crops are col- < he Legislative Assemb!y B

- l'..
fee. banapss; cocos beans, and miitee for Peace oand Solidarity br ok 4 buildina

5 ¢ 3
naize. In. recent decades the lhe Soviet Union and Costa Rica

heleraters ol thao B

couniry has b‘e’l-n building “up  maintain diplomatic and economic Veleana ¢

s indusiry 'n the level of lite- relatinns, and the volume of their SR 4.

racy, Costa Rica is v'second n trade grows year by year. The J;Cpe \\i,f;ﬂ,c - I

Latin Americe (after (;uba).' main product the Soviet Union (Communist) -:,.,‘ S k.
The republic stands firmly for  imports from Cosfa Rica is col- Costa Rica

peacelul coexistence and infer- fee. On. cur part, we sell Costa

nefional défente. It is the only Rica farm machines (there are

Latin American country ~thal has already about 300 Byelorussian

no army. One of fhe most traclors working in the Costd
y o - . : ‘

prestigious orgenizalions in the Rican fields), metal-cutting lathes

ccuniry ss the Costa Rican Com- and geodesical insiruments

Ihe origin ol these

stone spheres, some of

’,'L\; ~ % them over two metres in
i

“ @ diameter, is unknow
o]

i An old church in Cartago.

Text and photos
by Oleg Ignatyer
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